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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 March 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on March 
24, 2008 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-9 and 10 are now pending. The Examiner acknowledges the 
the addition of claims 9 and 1 0. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 , 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Fazioli et al (US Patent 6,527,722). 

5. Re Claims 1 ,2 and 7 : Fazioli et al teach a portable apparatus for conveying 
blood flow parameter to a user: the apparatus comprising: a transducer device (202) for 
providing for a continuous wave (cw) Doppler monitoring of blood flows within a patient; 
a processing unit (300) interconnected to said transducer unit and adapted to extract a 
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blood flow signal from the operation of said transducer and process said blood flow 
signal so as to produce a video blood flow signal (See Col. 5, lines 1-24), and an audio 
blood flow signal; a display unit (262) interconnect to said processing unit for visualising 
the video blood flow signal; and at least one audio emission device interconnected to 
said processing unit for emission of and audible form of said audio blood flow signal to 
the ears of said user (See Col. 5, lines 65-67; Col. 6, lines 1-4, Col. 8, lines 41- 
45,Col. 1, lines 6-25; Col. 1, lines 31-36). Fazioli et al teach that the portal device 
could a laptop. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3,4,8,9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fazioli et al et al as applied to claim 1 above in view of Teigman et 
al (US Patent 6,506,157) and further in view of Gould (US Patent 5,546,943) 

8. Fazioli et al teach a portable apparatus for conveying blood flow parameter 

to a user including determining Doppler data based on the depth of the blood flow (See 
Col. 2, lines 1-3) and a speaker see rejection supra, Fazioli et al does not teach that 
the portable apparatus for conveying blood flow parameter to a user performs audio 
spatialisation and it includes two audio emission devices. 
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9. Teigman et al teach a Doppler blood flow system including a pair of audio 
emission devices (46) (See Fig.1 of Teigman et al). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify a portable apparatus for conveying blood flow parameter 
of Fazioli et al to replace the speaker with a pair of audio emission portable devices 
(speakers) similar to that of Teigman et al for privacy or to prevent surrounding 
disturbance noise from interfering of detected blood flow signals (See Col. 5, lines 45- 
49) as taught by Teigman et al. 

10. Fazioli et al and Teigman et al teach the claimed invention see rejection supra, 
however Fazioli et al and Teigman et al do not teach that the apparatus for conveying 
blood flow parameter including performing audio spatial isation. 

1 1 . Gould teaches a system of acquiring signals from a patient wherein the 
received signals are audio spatialised to a user (See Col. 7, line 32; Col. 8, lines 24- 
32). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify a portable apparatus for conveying blood flow parameter 
of Fazioli et al to replace the speaker with a pair of audio emission portable devices 
(speakers) similar to that of Teigman et al for privacy or to prevent surrounding 
disturbance noise from interfering of detected blood flow signals (See Col. 5, lines 45- 
49 of Teigman et al) as taught by Teigman et al and also perform audio spatialisation 
of acquired signals to give the user the sensation that a sound is coming from a 
particular point (depth) in space relative to the user as taught by Gould. 
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Fazioli et al and Teigman et al teach the claimed invention see rejection supra, 

12. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fazioli et al et al as applied to claim 1 above in view of Raines et al et al (US Patent 
6,149,587). 

1 3. Fazioli et al teach a portable apparatus for conveying blood flow parameter 

to a user see rejection supra, Fazioli et al does not teach that the portable apparatus 
for conveying blood flow parameter to a user includes a microphone for use in recording 
audio commentary by the user for storage in said storage means. 

14. Raines et al teach a Doppler blood flow system including a microphone for use 
in recording audio commentary by the user for storage in said storage means (See 
Abstract of Raines et al). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify a portable apparatus for conveying blood flow parameter 
of Fazioli et al including a microphone for use in recording audio commentary by the 
user for storage in said storage means of Raines et al in order to allow the user to roam 
around freely (See Col. 5, lines 7-19) as taught by Raines et al. 

Response to Arguments 

15. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LAWRENCE N. LARYEA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-9060. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. -5:30 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Casler can be reached on 571-272-4956. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

LNL /Eric F Winakur/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3768 



